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Kashif Mehtab Chawla

Owner & Director Sales & Marketing
Al-Karam Towel Industries(Pvt.) Ltd
Kashif Chawla is a young & dynamic entrepreneur
with a flair for textile marketing & out of the box
business management skills! Leading one of the top
manufacturing & exporting business in Pakistan, he
is considered as the go to leader by his customers,
industry experts & his team purely for his ethical,
practical & customer centric approach to creating a
personal bond in all his relationships. His energetic &
passionate personality allows him to pursue & deliver
aggressive marketing & sales strategies, making
AKTI, the choice business partner of renowned global
retailers!
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lease share your
company's brief
history?

Al-Karam Towel Indus-
tries [Pvt) Ltd is a family
owned and professionally
managed export oriented industry
since 1986. Mr. Mehatb Uddin Chaw-
la [Late), was the founder of Al Karam
Towel Industries (Pvt.) Ltd who was
an ambiticus, energetic and dynamic
leader! With his far sighted vision and
commanding abilities, he established
a modest textile unit in Karachi, back
in 1986. Within a short period, post
2005 after quota was abolished, Al
Karam Towels emerged as a grow-
ing name in the towel industry and
achieved eminence in the export mar-
ket for its specialized production of a
vast range of terry towels and related
products. Superior quality is manufac-
tured with the latest technology and
top of the line production machines
from air jet looms to Italian process-
ing machines & automated stitching

machines, as well.

With our team of highly experi-
enced, dec d and innovative team
members, we strive hard to satisfy
our customers by supplying towels
on time & at the best quality & mar-
ket competitive prices. Through the
years, our product diversification has
improved by leaps and bound, thus re-
sulting in the global expansion of cur
business & name, AKTI OQur customer
centric philosophy keeps us ahead in
the market and we sincerely believe
that our customers & our teams are
our most valuable assets in today’s
competitive and ever changing busi-
ness environment.

Our aim for the next few years is
to be world’s largest terry towel ex-
porter with specialization through
sustainability and innovation.
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Can you please define the mission
sand vision statements of Al-Kar-
am Towel Industries [Pvt.} Ltd?

Our Vision is to be world’s largest
terry towel exporter with specialization
through sustainability and innovation.
Our Focus is to develop business partner-
ships and heonor cur commitments. Our
Mission & Promise is to deliver Quality;
Innovation and Versatility!

What are your hopes regarding
sthe country’s overall ecencmic
progress in future?

I am optimistic about Pakistan & the
great things we can do in our country &
for our country! Pakistan has an abun-
dance of human and material resources
& if utilized efficiently, the citizens of Paki-
stan can gain positively. In addition, we are
fortunate to be in a region which is going
tobethe epicenter of world’'s economicac-
tivities in the near future. A country with
such strategic, geographical and material
advantages surely has a bright future.

How would you like to define
sleadership?

Leadership is delivering with dedi-
cation and in an ethical manner! When a
leader is dedicated to his tasks he or she
takes ownership of what needs to be done
and delivers to the best of their ability. Be-
ing ethical means that all decisions must
be for the best interests of the community
we work in, the customers we serve & the
teams that make all this happen. It is an
undeniable fact that good leadership has
been the most important factor contribut-
ing to the consistent growth of most of the
family-owned businesses of Pakistan. To
me, the firstand foremost characteristic of
a genuine leader is to devise a value sys-
tem for the business, based on integrity;
professionalism and a succession & diver-
sification plan.

Are you satisfied with the quality
sof business graduates being pro-
duced today?

Yes & no. Yes because most of our pri-
vate institutions are churning cut gradu-
ates with the correct theoretical knowl-
edge as required by their degrees & no
because [ sincerely feel that a minimum
of 9 - 12 months must be invested by the
graduate in their field of study to better
understand the dynamics of their educa-
tion and the practical aspect of learning.
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Unemployment is at its worst

snowadays. In a situation like this,

how can we create job providers rather
than job seekers?

Its’ quiet easy! With a graduate degree
in hand and a 12 month learning curve
as advised above, through social media
marketing & through the involvement of
Micro Financing banks & an effective me-
dia campaign, we can steer our youth to
work towards job creation rather then job
attainment. Actually, 1 sincerely feel that
the work here mustbe done by the private
sector, the educational institutions and the
government to run effective campaigns to
address the way our youth thinks in what
should be the drivers of the economy &
their financial freedom.

How would you like to define hap-
»piness and success?
Happiness is a good night's sleep,
a healthy lifestyle & a loving family &
friends! Success is achieving your profes-
sional & personal goals & making positive
contributions to our society!

What are four core competencies
»you wish te see in young CEOs?

Punctuality; this covers value for
time,

Communication; this communicates
goals and desires,

Practical Experience; this is self-ex-
planatory,

Education; an educated person
speaks, thinks & reacts effectively in most
circumstances.

Who is your inspiration?
= Our Holy Prophet Muhammad
(BB.U.H) has always been my first inspi-
ration. His life, behavior and teachings will
always continue to be a great influence on
my life. Secondly, the memory of my father
Mehtab Uddin Chawla still lives on in my
heart, mind and spirit. His pure, simple
and conscientious life continues to inspire
my actions, daily. [ try to live by the values
he instilled in me.
What advice would you give to
syoung entrepreneurs in the coun-

try?



There is no short cuts in life! Discipline,
working smart & hard will 14 always give
positive results. Have faith, be honest and
always make ethically correct decisions.

Bounties in business and life are gifted
by Allah, whatever you earn honestly will
stay with you and your family.

Define success in three key words
sor phrases?

Success is achieving your professional
& personal goals & making positive contri-
butions to our society!

What is your idea of happiness/
sexcellence?

Happiness is a good night's sleep,
a healthy lifestyle & a loving family &
friends!

Tale of survivor: How [ became Paki-
star’s early COVID-19 patient On March 27
my father was rushed to Aga Khan Hospi-
tal, where he was diagnosed with the COV-
ID-19 disease. Soon after his diagnosis, my
entire family was tested for the coronavirus
and four family members out of twentyfive
tested positive and [ was one of them.

Immediately after, I isclated myself in
a separate room where my treatment &
recovery began. Luckily, I was diagnosed
at an early stage which is why the myste-
ricus pathogen had not infected my res-
piratory system. [ had minor symptoms
limited to coughing and feeling nauseated.

Interestingly, 1 didn’t feel shortness
of breath & medics assuvaged my fears.
They said the COVID-19 mortality rate is
less than 1% and as per them “Since the
immune system of the young patients is
strong, I've good chances to recover com-
pletely”, which I did, Thank God!

I salute the doctors and paramedical
staff who handled my family & the other
patients in a highly professional manner!

My advice is that we can recover from
this contagion with “family support and
faith & some medical attention”. Do not
panic, think reasonably and be cauticus
but don’t be too frightened” Put your trust
in Allah Almighty and you will eventual-
ly see your life unfold in the simplest yet
sweetest of ways. also believe that the
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Al-Karam Towel
Industries (Pvt.)

Ltd is a family owned
and professionally
managed export-
oriented industry
since 1986 & our
Vision is to become
world’s largest

terry towel exporter
with specialization
through sustainability
and innovation.

Sindh government deserves appreciation
for its response to this global pandemic in

. the province.

In the end, I've a few words of advice
for my fellow citizens. Although the novel
coronavirus is not deadly for young people,
it is highly dangerous because it can spread
very quickly Maintaining social distancing
and personal hygiene is the only way we
can contain this infestation. So, I'd request
everyone to please prefer to stay at home
and dor’t go out unnecessarily.

Everyone must wear a face mask and
get tested if they feel symptoms such as
flu, fever, or dry cough. We all have a social
responsibility now. We should follow the
guidelines issued by medical profession-
als and the government and fight this pan-
demic as a nation.

Insha Allah, soon this viral cutbreak
will become history, but only those who
stand firm in these difficult times will be re-
membered forever. 'm positive that world
will defeat the coronavirus pandemic.

Any message to Pakistan's young
sentrepreneurs?
Have faith in what you believe in &
pursue your passion!
Love your family, pay your taxes & en-
joy life.
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